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Pastor  -  Dr. Eric Spano 
Youth and Children  - Bobby Vann 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2: 14 

Dear MPBC family and friends, 
 

The celebration of Christmas and the emphasis on International Missions go hand in hand.  It’s easy for us to forget 

that God is the first and the greatest missionary.  Think about it, He is the One who seeks, the One who comes        

after- us.  Christmas is the celebration of God coming to us, in order to save us, through His Son Jesus Christ.  I am 

excited about what we have planned this Christmas to celebrate the birth of Jesus, but also to celebrate our participa-

tion in the International Missions enterprise. 
 

On December 7th, we will be celebrating both the Christmas season and International Missions.  December is the 

IMB (International Mission Board) Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions.  We will be having a 

guest missionary speaker for the adult and youth Sunday School hour in the sanctuary.  Our guest missionaries will be 

Blane and Tonya Mays.  Blane and Tonya have served for 21 years in SE Asia.  We are excited to welcome them to 

MPBC.  This will be a great opportunity for all of us to learn about International Missions and the Lottie Moon       

Offering.  Then, during the worship service Blane will be presenting the message. 
 

Then on December 7th at 6pm, we will have our Hanging of the Greens service.  This will be a fun, worshipful time 

as we watch our sanctuary being transformed before our very eyes.  What a wonderful service to invite your            

unchurched family and friends.   
 

On Wednesday December 10th at 7pm, we will have a special worship service entitled “A Night of Celebration”.  

This will be a night of reflection and celebration of 2014.  It will be a service filled with music, testimony, and        

encouragement!  Mark it down and plan to be here, it will be awesome! 
 

On December 14th, during our 10:45am worship service, we will have a Skype interview with the 6 C0kes, serving in 

South Asia.  It will be exciting to hear about the change of location and ministry emphasis and how we can help the 

C0kes reach South Asia for Je$u$! 
 

That night at 6pm we will have a movie night for all ages!  The movie is God’s Not Dead.  I have not seen it but those 

who have say it is an awesome movie.  Bring the kids, grandkids, friends, neighbors, and anyone else you can find. 
 

On Sunday December 21st, we will have a worshipful Christmas service celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.  Then 

that night make sure you join us at 6pm for Christmas Caroling.  It’s always a fun evening of singing, ministry to our 

community and shut-ins, cookies, and hot chocolate.  
 

Then on Wednesday December 24 at 7pm, we will have our intimate, worshipful Christmas Eve Candlelight service.  

This service   provides us all an opportunity to “be still and know that I Am God” in the midst of all the hubbub of the 

next day.  If you have family or guests in town for Christmas, please invite them to worship with us.  I have come to 

love and appreciate this time we share as a church family on Christmas Eve! 
 

Let me say, on behalf of the staff of MPBC, we wish you the Merriest of Christmas and a Christmas season filled with 

joy, wonder, and worship! 

 

Pastor Eric  



 

 Find more information online! http://www.mpbcroanoke.com/youth-generation246.html 

December 

   5- Friday Night Friends- bus leaves at 5:45pm 

 10– A Night Of Celebration at 7pm in the sanctuary, adults, students, and children will worship together 

 14– CHILL final payments and release forms due! 

 17– No regular Gen246 worship service due to the scheduled business meeting. 

 19– Gen246 Christmas party at the Vann’s 6-10 Bring a baked good or snack to share, wear your tackiest  

 Christmas  sweater, and remember to bring a gift under $10 for the game!  

January 

 9-11 CHILL Winter Retreat, check the Gen246 section of our website for more details on this trip! 

 14– P2 Philadelphia Mission trip non-refundable deposit of $50 due. See Bobby with any questions! 

Dear Church Family, 

 Merry Christmas! I am one who absolutely loves this time of year and am excited to be able to remember 

God’s incredible gift of a Savior and what that means! 

 This month also brings a unique opportunity to reflect on the year that was and to prepare for the year that 

will come. God has been incredibly good to our church and to Gen246 in the way that we have seen students lives 

changed through salvation, baptism, and serving others on mission. As we prepare for the new year I am enthusiastic 

about what God will do through our winter retreat in January, DNOW in May, our mission trip to Philadelphia, and 

many other opportunities for our students to learn and develop as disciples. I am thankful to God for you as students, 

parents of  students, and as my church family in general. Your support, commitment, prayer, sacrificial giving, and 

encouragement do so much to fuel what we are able to accomplish. It is a blessing to see how God works through so 

many different people to accomplish His goals! I hope that you can look back on your year and be thankful to God 

for what He has done in your life as well. 

 Our schedule will look a bit different in December due to the holidays, so please keep an eye on the bulletin 

and this newsletter to be aware of those schedule changes. I am excited to celebrate this Christmas season with you! 

   In Christ, 

  Bobby  

 



 

 

A.S.K. room:  Lower Level, beneath the Church Office 
With appointment ANYTIME CHURCH IS OPEN 
or Sundays from 9:30-10:30 am —or— Wed. 7-8 pm 
 

Call & leave message for Ms. Shirley at 427- 4954                                            

or the Church office  427-5494 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAsk SSeek KKKnock 

Matthew 7:7 

Peace with GOD 

Joy in Living 

Purpose for each Day 

Boundless Love 

By the Spirit of GOD! 

John 3:3 

 

Sunday Evening—December 14 at 6pm 

Wednesday, December 24 
7:00pm 

Please remember our country’s military in 

your prayers. If you can, send them a card 

and let them know you are praying for them. 

Wednesday 

Dec 10—7pm 

Join us as we reflect on some of the great things 

that God has done in our church family this year.  

Celebrate Your Own 

Nativity! 

You, too, can be  

BORN AGAIN! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         Cause & Concern 

 

  Are these e-cigarettes safe?  Can they help someone quit smoking regular cigarettes?  
 

 Contents of e-cigarettes: 
 Electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes), also known as electronic nicotine delivery devices, personal vaporizers (PVs) or 

vapes, are battery-powered devices resembling conventional cigarettes. All e-cigarettes contain a microcircuit which is acti-

vated when a person draws on the mouthpiece, similar to taking a puff on a cigarette. They also contain a cartridge filled 

with liquid nicotine plus humectant, a sub stance that attracts and absorbs water molecules. With each puff, a small amount 

of the solution in the cartridge is vaporized, creating a visible mist without smoke or flame. Many e-cigarettes also have a 

LED at the end that lights up with each puff to simulate the burning end of a real cigarette. 
 

 When were these created and are they regulated? 
 E-cigarettes were patented in 2004 and introduced into the U.S. market in 2007. Currently, there are more than two 

million users nationwide, and e-cigarettes constitute an industry of more than $2 billion annually. To date, the manufacture 

of 3-cigarettes has not been regulated.  
 

 How much nicotine are in these e-cigarettes? 
 In the United States, e-cigarettes are being marketed aggressively as “lifestyle choice consumables.” They’re also 

promoted as a safe way to help people quit smoking because they deliver a lower concentration of nicotine while allowing 

the user to experience the physical sensation and mimic the behavioral aspects of cigarette smoking. Studies show that e-

cigarettes deliver between 0.025 milligrams (mg) and 0.77 mg of nicotine, whereas tobacco cigarettes deliver between 1.54 

mg and 2 mg. (In this comparison, 15 puffs of an e-cigarette are to be equivalent to smoking a conventional cigarette.) 
 

 Are the e-cigarettes a safer choice? 
 However, the use, safety, chemical contents and general efficacy of e-cigarettes for smoking cessation are subjects of 

considerable debate in the scientific community. Toxic compounds and carcinogens identified in some brands of e-cigarettes 

by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) and Health New Zealand include diethylene glycol and N-nitrosamine.   

Diethylene glycol is a toxic substance that can cause leukemia, and nitrosamines are the same carcinogens found in tobacco 

cigarettes. Thus, e-cigarettes pose a challenge to clinicians whose patients have chosen to use them as a replacement for ciga-

rettes, to reduce the number of cigarettes they smoke and for smoking cessation.  
 

 Health experts , policymakers & consumers are concerned about e-cigarettes safety 
 1. There is little information about the safety, abuse potential and efficacy of e-cigarettes 

 2. E-cigarettes pose a serious danger of renormalizing smoking, of making it socially acceptable to smoke. Children, 

     who often cannot differentiate between regular and e-cigarettes, are getting the message that smoking is socially 

     acceptable. 

 3. Nicotine is a highly addictive drug, and many teens who start with an e-cigarette may be condemning themselves 

     to a lifelong struggle with the addiction of nicotine and regular cigarettes. 

 4. E-cigarettes may even delay a smoker’s decision to quit smoking. A related concern is that e-cigarettes may result 

     in dual smoking, in which users continue smoking regular cigarettes in addition to e-cigarettes. 
 

 Are there any warnings about e-cigarettes? 
 The FDA and the World Health Organization have warned against the widespread use of e-cigarettes as a smoking 

cessation product. And healthcare professionals point out that there have been no clinical studies of the long-term effects of e

-cigarette use on a person’s health. 
 

  A WORD OF CAUTION. 

 It is best to err on the side of caution: protect your lungs by avoiding both e-cigarettes 

and conventional tobacco cigarettes.  
 

 
 

RESOURCE REFERENCE:  Aklilu M. Degene,  M.D. —HealthQuest / Spring 2014  RMHonline.com 

WHAT ARE E-CIGARETTES? 



 

 

RECREATIONAL / RESPITE MINISTRY PROGRAM 
FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 

This is the  ANNUAL CHRISTMAS   EVENT. 
Free 
 

Cave Spring Baptist Church Family Life Center   Medically Staffed 
 

Carpool leaves MPBC at 5:45 pm     VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
              (Medical & Non-medical) 

 

 

Visit Website for More Details at:   www.fnfroanoke.org 
      or call Carol or Larry McCulloch at 540-890-1244 
 
 

“When we do the best we can, we never know what miracle is wrought 
in our life or in the life of another”  Helen Keller 

 

“YOU’LL LOVE OUR FRIENDS ” 

 

Friday, December 5 

Our MPBC Deacon Ministry will again be collecting food to feed families this Christmas.   Bags will be            

distributed to homes in the Mount Pleasant area. Families are asked to help by filling the provided bags with 

various non-perishable food items. 

 

   December  6—bags distributed 

   December 13—filled bags picked up 

   December 20—food baskets delivered 

 

The church office is accepting names of families in need of Christmas food baskets this year.  The deacons     

request recipients be sponsored by a Mount Pleasant Baptist Church member.    Names will be accepted      
November 30—December 13.     Please call the church office at 427-5494.  

Deuteronomy 14: 29 

Matthew 25: 35 



 

 

*Infants* 
12/07 Cathy Camper & Virginia Vann 
12/14 Kayla & Ian Thompson 
12/21  Brian & Melanie Dogan 
12/28 Bonnie Bush & Reva Hollandsworth 
 

*Toddler* 
12/07 Hollandsworth Family 
12/14 Kathleen Duffy  
12/21 Jill Moomey & Taylor Herndon  
12/28 Meredith Smith & Ethan Smith 
 

*Preschool* 
12/07 Jay & Shannon McCulloch 
12/14 Sonya Lucas & Julie Ensor 
12/21 Joyce Lyle & Cindy Ham 
12/28 Dee Burks & Sierra Logan & Sienna H 
 

*Children’s Worship* 
12/07 Tanya Neal 
12/14 Cindy Weikel 
12/28 The Logans 

 

 

Cecil Arnold ………. Dec  01 

Judy Tear   …..………. Dec  01 

Katlin Meador ………. Dec  04 

Ezekiel Exline ………. Dec  05 

Andrew Herndon…….. Dec  07 

Ona Early     ...……….  Dec  16 

Taylor Herndon.……… Dec  20 

Jason McCulloch ..…….Dec  20 

Helen Granger...……… Dec  21 

Lisa Belcher   ……..…. Dec  24 

Gary Dogan ...……….. Dec  27 

Reva Hollandsworth  …Dec  28 

Teresa Anne Brown  … Dec  29 

Pauline Hurd     ..…….. Dec  29 

 
 

 

Church Lock-up 
Schedule  

 

Dec    7 Monte Martin 

Dec  14 David Duffy 

Dec  21 Todd Rowland 

Dec  28 Jeff Smith 

 

USHERS 
 Our Ministers of  Hospitality 

 

DECEMBER 

Larry McCulloch 

Teresa Carlton 

Dean Rorrer 

Jeff Smith 

There will be no Wednesday meal in                      

December because of the Christmas celebration. 

POINSETTIAS HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin 
board to share the cost by    

donating one “In memory of” or 
“In honor of” a loved one. 

It’s A Place to Belong Monday evenings  

Family Life Center 

6:00—6:30 

       Sunday Morning 

Church Business Meeting 

Wednesday December 17 

7pm 

December 7, 2014   6:00PM 

Invite lost people to your wonderful Sunday school 

classes for fellowship.  It is a wonderful way to win 

them to Christ. 



 

 

 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering: Let’s join with other churches across the nation to con-

tinue answering the call to give. Our gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering support our 

missionaries who are working to share the love of Christ with those people groups still un-

reached and unengaged. One hundred percent of the offering is used in this One Sacred Ef-

fort.  By giving, each of us plays a key role in the work God is doing to expand His kingdom.  

Our church goal is $5,000.  

Bring your Christmas cards to the Lottie Moon Post Office and 

let us deliver them for you! We are asking for a 25¢ donation for 

each card. Please remember our homebound and nursing home 

members, too. We will collect cards from December 7th—21st. 

Collection will be on Sundays and Wednesdays, or you can drop 

them off at the church office Monday through Thursday 9—4.  

Any questions please contact Pat Sink, Dee Burks or Patty 

Cronk. 



 

 

 

 

    

  3000 Pitzer Road      

  Roanoke, VA   24014 

www.mpbcroanoke.com      

     540-427-5494    


