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Lesson 1- Discovering the Holiness of God By Hitting Pause
DNow 2012 Key Verse: Psalm 119:9-14

*Watch “Pause Intro” video

3 Questions:
-Why do you choose NOT to do bad things?
-Why do you choose to do good things?
-Why do you choose to do Christian things?

The answer to these question reveals what we think about God and ultimately our
relationship with God. While we know that comparing a friend to God is flawed, let’s
get a better idea by looking at these questions through the lens of a friend.

*When you asked your best friend “Why do you choose not to hurt me?”, their response was
“Because I don’t want to get in trouble or get you mad at me.”

*When you asked your best friend “Why do you do good things for me?”, their ultimate
answer was so they could get something in return.

*When you asked your best friend why they spend time with you, talk to you on the phone,
etc., they respond with things like “It makes me feel good”, “It’s fun to do when all of
us friends are doing it together”, or even “It makes me a better person.”

Question: What do these responses all have in common? THEY ARE ALL ABOUT ME

Intro Statement: This weekend, we will be looking at things we’ve heard about a million times. We’ll
learn about God, about prayer, and about the Bible. But, we will be looking at it from a totally
different perspective. This week, we’ll be putting a “PAUSE” on all the ways that we have made
God, prayer, and God’s Word about us and focusing solely on His holiness.

Pray

Question: How many of you have found yourself in front of someone famous or that you were in awe over
that left you in a daze or speechless?



Illustration- It was my 7th grade year. Lot’s was happening. I was playing baseball, running track, and
yes, I was in the band. I was striving to get good grades. I was wrapped up in all the chaotic
things that life had to offer. As I was trying to figure out what a “past participle” was in my English
class, I was asked to run an errand to the library. As I rushed across the campus and then headed
up the stairs, I saw HER, the 9th grade girl of my dreams. “Jason, be calm, play it cool” I said in my
mind. But, all sensibility was lost as she actually made eye contact and waved “hi” as she passed.
During the moment of both taking a second glance as she continued down the stairs and being in a
motionless daze, the size 11 shoe on a 4’6” 7th grader became my worst nightmare. The girl of my
dreams also took a second glance back at me right as I took my next step up. And yes, that big old
shoe caught the step and sent me flat on my face…

Transition: Over the past few years, God has broken me over how we view the God of the universe and
how we respond to Him. We’ve managed to be so busy with the things of life and then just slip
God in with everything else, not giving Him any importance or priority.

How many times have we come to realize who God is and were left in awe? How many times have
we viewed prayer and reading God’s Word not as a chore, but an opportunity to commune with the
Almighty? How many times have we put a “PAUSE” on all the busyness of life to discover Him?

I. When we PAUSE and reflect on who God is, we are left in awe

A. Moses burning bush (Exodus 3:1-6), seeing God’s face (Exodus 33:18, 20-23; 34:29-35)
-he was left in awe and changed

B. God’s holiness and power

-God created, God is all powerful, God is all-knowing

-God is also a just God who punishes sin (turned Lot’s wife to pillar of salt and put to death
a man for just touching the ark of the covenant)

II. Sadly, we take this for granted and are just in it for the “perks”
-over time, the Israelites made everything about themselves and got caught up in the world even
after seeing God’s glory
-they were caught up in popularity, the latest fads, and even doing “Godly” things, but out of habit

*Though they were too busy to see God’s holiness, He promised a day when His holiness would be
displayed in Ezekiel 36:22-28.

*Through Christ and the Holy Spirit, we are to be living a life reflecting God’s glory
*If we are honest, we have fallen way short of a holy God

III. Encountering God causes me to confess my sins of:

A. Busyness
-my time and priorities; not pressing PAUSE

B. Selfishness/Pride
-I recognize that I have made Christianity all about me
-I do “Christian things” not because God is holy and worthy, but to make myself happy


